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Snapshot Size-Up #135
Elevated Master Streams

When the Incident Commander orders master
streams into operation, we know that we
must make every attempt to set up outside
the collapse zone. When we are attempting to
reach great height with our stream, the
concerns increase due to the higher
probability of building materials falling
greater distances. In this photo, Jersey City's
Tower Ladder 4 sets up outside the collapse
zone in a flanking position in an aggressive
attempt to get water on the 17th floor of this high-rise building under construction. The added efforts of a
narrow tip size on a stang gun supplied by an engine company dedicated to providing "big" water, made the

difference.

For more Snapshot Size-Ups, visit FireOpsOnline.com
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Deputy Chief Mike Terpak (Jersey City Fire Department) is the founder of Promotional Prep, a NJ
based consulting firm designed to prepare firefighters and officers as they study for
promotional exams. He is also the author of Fireground Size-Up, & Assessment Center Strategy and
Tactics, and co-author of Fireground Operational Guides. Visit www.FireOpsOnline.com for more
articles and tips from Chief Terpak.
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