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When operating at a typical two-three story structure fire, 

a Rapid Intervention Crew or ladder company should be 

assigned the task of placing a ladder to a window on the 

second or third floor as a secondary means of egress. 

This should be a proactive assignment, not a reactive one. 

Firefighters in distress may not have time to wait for a 

ladder to be put in position. It is also advisable to conduct 

periodic drills on Emergency Bailout techniques where 

firefighters can practice head first, self evacuation tech-

niques such as the one shown in the photo to the right.  
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